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Background



Context How can I (and UAL) better support students 
writing for publication?

What does writing for 
publication mean for 
students?

What are the main barriers 
to writing for publication?

What existing support and 
resources are available?



Rationale Barriers to publication:

● Writing challenges
● Limited understanding of publication 

processes and expectations.
● Fear of rejection and self-doubt

Why it matters:

● Publishing benefits: professional 
development, career progression, 
recognition, advancement of 
knowledge.

● Removing barriers supports diverse 
voices, experiences, and forms of 
knowledge.



Research Methods
Semi-structured Interviews:

● PhD students (various levels and 
experiences)

● Academic tutor supporting 
writing for publication

Analysis of resources available:

● Academic support, Doctoral 
School, etc

● Peer review group

Review of literature:

● Pedagogical strategies
● Understand barriers

Testing/intervention (trying out 
ideas in practice)

Reflexivity (drawing on my own 
experience as a 
practitioner-researcher)



Analysis
Semi-structured Interviews:

- complex and emotionally 
demanding;

- anxiety of rejection;
- peripheral to the PhD;
- disconnect between PhD writing 

and publication writing;

- community-based, peer support 
combined with expert guidance;

- support through the process of 
publishing.



Analysis



Analysis
Support and resources 
available:

- extensive resources and support

- short-term support
- variable depth of staff 

knowledge (academic support)
- superficial, reactive engagement 

with texts
- seen as insufficient by some 

students (paddlet)



Action
1. Peer Review Group 
(Small-scale, realistic actions)

● Share anonymised peer-review 
examples;

● Expand participation to build a 
supportive community;

● Run more regular sessions; 
● Where possible, connect students with 

other academics.

2. Real-situation 
publication/conference (more 
ambitious intervention)



Conclusion

Limitations

● Peer review group not 
embedded in curriculum

● Small sample (three 
students)

● Research shaped by my 
positionality and 
timeframe

Next steps

● Continue the action plan
● Pilot student-led 

conference/publishing
● Encourage further 

research on arts-based 
knowledge production

Main findings

● Practice-led research 
hard to translate into 
written outputs;

● Publication unfamiliar or 
peripheral for many PhD 
arts students

● Run more regular 
sessions; 

● PhD Students want 
individual guidance and 
peer community 
support.



Bibliography
Andronic, O. (2020) Why should Student Publish? Journal of Surgical Sciences. Available at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344174821_WHY_SHOULD_STUDENTS_PUBLISH

Banerjee, P. (2023) Connecting the dots: A systematic review of explanatory factors linking contextual 
indicators, institutional culture and degree awarding gaps. Advance HE.

Bourdieu, P. and Collier, P. (1996) Homo academicus. Reprinted. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2018) Thematic analysis – an introduction. Lecture, University of the West of 
England, Bristol. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv7C53yvLqk (Accessed 3 January 
2026)

Creswell, J.W. (2018) Educational research: planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and 
qualitative research. 6th ed. Sydney: Pearson Education.

Du Plooy, B. et al. (2025) ‘Academic writing for publication: The experience and facilitation of liminality for 
developing higher levels of scholarliness’, Innovations in Education and Teaching International, 62(3), pp. 
1060–1072. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/14703297.2024.2363899.

Duff, Diane. (2001). Writing for publication. Axone (Dartmouth, N.S.). 22. 36-9. 

Elliott, J. (2001) A practical Guide to Action research in Action research for educational change. Milton 
Keynes: Open University Press.

Farrell, A. & Girgensohn, K., 2021. Supporting and encouraging writing: An interview with Dr Alison Farrell 
(Maynooth University) and Dr Katrin Girgensohn (European University Viadrina). Educare, 2021(1), pp. 
57–68. https://doi.org/10.24834/educare.2021.1.5

Green, A. (2024) Personal communication, 5 May.

Guest, G., MacQueen, K.M. and Namey, E.E. (2012) Applied thematic analysis. Thousand Oaks, California: 
SAGE Publications.

Hirst, S., Jeffs, C., Paris, B.M., Arcellana-Panlilio, M., Charles, A., Hill, L. and Hilman, B. (2019) ‘Something 
to say: Writing for publication’, Papers on Postsecondary Learning and Teaching: Proceedings of the 
University of Calgary Conference on Learning and Teaching, 3, pp. 9–16.

Kara, H. (2015) Creative Research Methods in the Social Sciences: A Practical Guide. Bristol: Policy 
Press. Available at: https://doi.org/10.56687/9781447320258.

Lillis, T.M. and Curry, M.J. (2010) Academic Writing in a Global Context: the politics and practices of 
publishing in English. London: Routledge, pp. 186-188.

McNiff, J. (2013) Action research: principles and practice. 3rd ed. London: Routledge.

O’Farrell, C., 2013. Supporting academics to write for publication: A holistic approach. AISHE-J: The All 
Ireland Journal of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, 5(1), pp.1031–1057.

Rodriguez, E., Shofer, S., Harter, M. & Clark, N., (2018). First guiding process: Problematizing what you know 
for new-self insight. In: E. Rodriguez, S. Shofer, M. Harter & N. Clark, eds. Autoethnography: Process, 
product, and possibility for critical social research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Ross, A., Colthup, R. and Jenkins, R. (2024) Publish or Perish: Barriers faced by Early Career Academics 
trying to find an outlet for their voice. Innovative Practice in Higher Education, 6(1).

Saha, A. and van Lente, S. (2020) Rethinking ‘Diversity’ in Publishing. London: Goldsmiths, University of 
London and Spread the Word. Available at: 
https://www.spreadtheword.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Rethinking_diversity_in-publishing_WEB.p
df [Accessed 2 Dec. 2025].

Shamsi, A. F., & Osam, U. V. (2022). Challenges and Support in Article Publication: Perspectives of 
Non-Native English Speaking Doctoral Students in a “Publish or No Degree” Context. Sage Open, 12(2). 
https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440221095021 (Original work published 2022).

Silva, J. A. T. (2021) ‘Challenges that early career researchers face in academic research and publishing: 
pre-and post-COVID-19 perspectives’. Exchanges: the interdisciplinary research journal, 9(1), pp. 77-106.

Skains, R. L. (2018) ‘Creative Practice as Research: Discourse on Methodology’, Media Practice and 
Education, 19(1), pp. 82–97.

Tomal, D.R. (2003) Action research for educators. Lanham, Md: Scarecrow Press.

Tremblay-Wragg, E., Vincent, C., Mathieu-C., S., Lison, C., Ponsin, A. and Déri, C. (2022) ‘Writing retreats 
responding to the needs of doctoral candidates through engagement with academic writing’, Qualitative 
Research in Education, 11(1), pp. 29–57. https://doi.org/10.17583/qre.9195

Vear, C. (ed.) (2022) The Routledge international handbook of practice-based research. Abingdon, Oxon 
New York, NY: Routledge (Routledge international handbooks). Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429324154.


